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The Silk 
Road to 
La Union 
Sericulture Research 
Development Institute 

Having perfected its technology, the 
sericulture industry in La Union~ 
Bacnotan town is poised for growth that 
can make it one of the country~ major 
production hubs and trading posts in the 
fast emerging international Silk Road. 

NA'TUAE"S GIFT 
Sllkworm.ure cultured and reared to produce sflk. a 
natural W<Min fibar that can b& mada into fabl'ie. 
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T
he te~cuhure lnclulryln'lhe town of Bacnoton alq'lhe ~ 
-~~-may putll1e province of Ia Unlon on1he fntemal!onal 
SllcRoad. 

811a10bon ia b.nming fllrnouo for pmdudng the p<imdiobric lmm 111a 
Ibn of the. ,.....,., """n"' ............ whid. f....! an lhe ,_<if tha 
rrubenyll'eet being gn:JM~ln 1he area. 

The II~ but aoltand gloAoy fabric used to dMI U. and em: lmertllhural 
nde'lllat aeatecl the Sik Road from China and the liD,_. PenillNa to 
Eurlllia and tha Midcfla Eaol; Narthll!llltam Africa on! w.twm Eurape, ..d 
the Philippin• end Souti1-AIIiL lh• SilkRD.d began • ..ty D 221 BC 
when China~ Ill Great wall to p1011ect 'INt Vllklable 1rade route. 

Wllh lrMstn-~~"'·China Is nMvlng !he i1UIR:omlnemal 
Silk Roed asa combiled ec:onomk: and dplcnwtk:atralligj> from whid. 
BllalObon ond it. Sl,all paople can bornalitto • !J88t -nt. 

ntE lllmi IWNS 
S!JII mlatlvelynewln Ilk fanning and procllc:don. !he pacple of 
·Bacnl:nln had to leem 111e ropes fionnhe Seriallll.ra Reoearch 
Dewlcpmenl: lnatitute of lhe Don Maliano Men:oa Memorial SlaW 
Utiwonil)l 

lnrlllllle Dfred«Cif- F. Gepuz cl!ed 1he dftlculty cl JCUidng 
fl.lnda for 111elncbl!ly beca•"" of Ill tedlnlcal cboi:ullly. "'tbu have to 
lnti'OCl!ce It fiom A to Z. • Dlr. Q lmlta lllq:llalnl. 

Ske ..... murathwotafl'begantha aeriaJhuN prDg11m in 1992,loola.g 
1m id...J era. to prapegllbo 111a rrA~Ibor"Y-end pmducotthallil<. 

The ftneilbers are pi'Oib8d during lhe~lk mod\ 'I life C)'de, eadl 
lll)'tngtholaandl ofegga1hat dewlop lmD laMe. whld. feed on 111e 
1-of mulberry~ while 4Hnitting filament~ IO"')ililto COCX>On& • 

a.tlaUDiawt 
Silkworms only eat mulbAny 

lea'~$$. This plant is also 
used as a medicinal herb. It 
Is said to help In malntarnlng 

a safe blood sugar IIMII. 
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PACM MIIMING 
TO 'WEAVING 
(Top) A local 
-~8 
wooden hanclloom 
to prodvce sillc 
threads. Among 
the products tha 
lnstlbJte makes am 
•ilk shawls (bottom 
left) and shirts 
made from W<YYW1 
silk (bottom right). 

The Serlculture 
Process 
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Cookl111 ~ cllslciYt 
procllln tubllanoe ~. 
1he ~ .... ~ llld 

-• u a local dlllellt)'
M!hinz il wUiood 

Ro.-trc;frcln ._ llllk. 
tr.lrfort.o rtondanl ..... 
....,hrn• 
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11w ~ ""'ui,.. phyaicolo~ruc~u ... m. 
podudng and Incubating alboam egga. 9ilhartng 
laMeford"!Qribution to fannerw. and c:old atorage. 

Tha !lament lu ftb!Oin p.-ln tea~ by1he'IINO 
IIIMiy glands in lhe IIMI'e head;which p!O<b:a 
lhe •ricin gum1iwta>alllond pu-lhoo ax:oon. 

Remc70ingtlle eericin by ~!team fre.lhe QXIOOn\1 
a~ntinuuusoilkfilan•lt. which ilowlllad1Di'am !Ia 
yama'!hatare-n ~fabric. 

801 ER FROM DTI 
Thoee faclll!lel are not enough wllhouttl\e boiler 
to generate 'the Iteam forlhe wrioU&IIagea of 
podudion. 

~'the boiler blob dOW!\ the Depal1ment 
of Tnod1111nd n:!UIIry (011) holpood th• i111tiW!a 
poa.re a bollwwcrth Php 1.7 million. The boll111 
now enables lhe iwtitute to meet the doio&ida of 
c:li..ts, Ilk.-•, end_, produCIIClL 

COMMUNITY IMPACr 
s.iaJ!Iu,. pDVida empl.,..,ont end in..,.,. !a 
111 benel!dlllet. Tile man p!Opagallllhe rr.~beroy 
"-and the sillcwormo, while 'the ~en WNVe 

lhe ailk iniD-r..bic. 

"s.riculture ia a wcygoochou..::e of income. • ~ 
Cir. Cri-ofibl procb:ticn cyde c1.., Ill fMt 
limes a ~ar. 

11w rn~lbomy- t.lp in sr-t"'s thot.Mn, 
deaella.-.g 111 carbon foolprlnt. and ~ 
lard ... "Thltliee il capable cl *"""'ring 
54 !ana of arbon cl...ode,..ty • ~our inilill 
r111 ardl_..,.. • Dlr. Qtsl8la AM!ale. 

M~ SLICClFSS 
Tha li'll!llule eyes bolh 1he dorlw1lc: and 
lnlanalional marble end -lhe inoome of ... ry 
CDCCCin pmd.aor riU1g lrorrflhoo cunwnt l'hp 1D,IIXI 
10 rnont1han Php o40.lm1D Php50.ool 

Hamg p!Mt.cbodb tacMoiOf!Y ...... 2!i ~,.. 
1he fnllllule, w11h 1he he~ ciDTI. pradleally 
tl.med 8IJCIOJbin ir11D a major "ft:lilg poet" in 'the 
in-aon.l Silk lload. 
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MAKINGIIut 
I. GathiH'ing mulbeny 1-. 
z. Rearing of silkworms by epreeding them out 

on t~ wltt1 twigs to spln their cocoons. 
...._Steaming and boiling of cocoons tor- up 

and loosen the ~lament.. 
L Reeling and twisting or the fliBments from 

$1M!ml e:oeoons to maka stmng thnlollds . 
., The rew silk fiber~ <:an buold es if. 
7. The silk fibers can be woven Into dlffi!rent 

silk products as well. 

HOW DTI HELPED 
The s..iwlt>Jro ~ o .... lopmont lmtitule p~ 

i1l< 'll!ld\naiOf!Y with'llle help of D'Tl's-Su • lo:a 
l'ticltu. {Ill') p"*"" wld<h prwidod "'-!...., mourw 
di,..minotion ..,d 'i>U!i\i-The inllilutle &1110 xquired madlinery 
Vld oquipmont reql.ii'Od in ll1o """-lllld reeling hoo""lllld 
btJil<i"8" IIIII M>dc'llle produdion 11/ld i!IGIAlclicn of lilcwo,.. 
-.grthorirwofllrml ~rdiNI>utionw linn=lllld<Oid 

11<11.,. ....,.,WI\.,. 1lle inrlitlJte~ boila' broke down,ll\e Dl1 
h•lped ll1o lmtitule w """"'"' o b<>itrln jull si>< month .. 
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