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A family busir~e-ss that began with 
embroidery is now able to supply 
bags to the United S~ and 
Japan. at huge volumes to retain 
Its grtp on tts capttve markets. 
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WITH THi Rllllfr MINDIIi.T 
Jc.:elyn Antonio'~ 
entrepreno11rilll attitllde end 
passion for product desfllnlno 
have successfully tranmrmed 
their simJ?Ie be<J,ded beg 
buSII'le$$lntD eglobel ventura 

• • ... -

A 
company in Daraga, Alba)~ 
tells only one~ of ilbaca 
hlnclaaft.-..bega. Unlille 

a"Yott-.,_ beg, it ill uniquely 
embrolderad. 

Thrtwa how Prima Lago<y Inc., 
a saxmd-glnaratlon nallw beQ 
~r. eemecl ita marlcet rictMt 
in .llpln ond the Unit.d SlBtaB. 
ita~ lndude embrolclelod 
rendiDonl ol1n icorie~ eat 
ond lhe fwiTIOUI Amlrican mDUIII, 
bolh lroeu•d byllle .. ownera. 

f'mla l..agoqcoBw scloly lo1he 
mlddluegmentof !he maioet. "Wa 
can't ccmpete>Mth high·w._.me 
""""""'"..+. .. !he .,..a .... big 
butw rnargrn 1a low. Nallher .-.!he 
hi!;Hnd IM!Ialtwhere marginure 
big but the ordorure lirrillld," ~ 
Plt'ne L99acy OllloMI' and general 
1'1'1111119'11' JooelynAnt:orio. 

•eo parc:e11tof-marloet II Japan. 
We had one crder--rh USS so,ooo.• 
Joealyn omys. •SGITJIIIim• tha 
C:C"l'i'"YWOUicl iMln dedm targ. 
wlt.me ocdenl >Mthin a limillldtime 
hmL W. dan't-nttha quolity1D 
au~~er.· 

•t~t~lnkwrew only one v.ho c1oet 
tM intlicalltdee9w.Anybodycan 
""""' •lcnot, but not ol Cllll met.. • 
uniform mot• Jocelyn admhllt 1111 
dwllenge. 

Monlcwr.llle oomp.anyUIGI only 
pnJmium lll:eea fbtr. Not 1he 1hidt 
.,....but-lhethin"t>Mn•thlll,...,. 
apeclalaldll. Bloal. accord"'!! 1D 
Jocelyn. il still !he~-of 

obaao. Tl..- fiam othw "'9iono, •h• 
... llelld'IO be brtala. 

Tho bogs eraldJIIIy l!icol.!o. Pram 
!he abaca farrnoln Goa. Cama~11111 
Sir and Tiwi, Albe)l p!!Xusm mp 
the pion! into libomo. lheoammumi• 
In Mall I pot.~ lllen ap.-.lhe 
fbt,. into vern. 1nd dye where 
n..!ad. '"-""'1hon-into 
fab~e. -into fcrm. and Installed 
with lwldlee. Rnal~ 1he beg& are 
dat ... rectw lhe company foday in 
Dara:ga fat ambltlldel)t It 11M t.obn 
!he company 17 yean.~ '10 
a!J1l'lllla...! perfad thia procbrtion 

~· 

Tho C:0111)8!1)' .&tlltld as a mere 
aMind-.wopel1i1ion by Jacelynll 
p;nnla ... 1959. 

•ltwa aoomol~· .Joaolyn ....,., 
Z>outlt\e llhofll-naarlhe ll'aln 
ltdtion. •• ,. they'd etlllhe baga to 
p .,......dpa 11 ot.y:• 

Jooal)<n~ motherdd 1he dl!lligrw,...! 
hw fwthw did -!he nwrln19 "1hoy 
dl'*"thawl a dllplay room. They'd 
fitioh one beg...! lhen tell it. • 

In ll001, Jooalyn~ poamllll.lllen., 
1heir 801,1ried. andtumedllle 
busir.a into • fwmily mrpcntion. 

i.kJf'arlmllla~ -!he""'* temblllidant 
were aglng and 'the~ dhlldts~WDA! 
loeilg lnllillest in the craltint.Yor of 
jobo in lhe dtiao, or in olherinduatria 
generattlg hlgler reunnban abaca 
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MonocMtr, Ringing oboca li>aJBtDgalh• 
In longllrandl on 1ha llni8tS. ~edto 
lhe elt11'16obs. ~ llwm hard to come by 
cloring rwWiydooyo. 

The 111Jaight.(onwn:lmlution1_,.,;,.,1y 
benar pay and lupu..ad wor1dng fadlldea. 
But cioringlhe corporation II eeoty~ lhe 
family had ;..t anough -to paylha 
e,.,l~. 

·Afbtr 111-~ Joa~l¥n a><Wdanod 
doling shop. "We !Jdn't have~ ordora fer 
el<jiOiti." 

Ulao a godaend.111a Depanment ofTrada 
end lnd118toy a>TO ii'IYited Prime legacy to 
o.s;unallllld nationaltr.doo fan to pmmolla 

Albay'e handlaafls. 

•Aft. • wooolc,lheordonmrtad a:oming i11," 
Joc:el)n ~~a)'S of her company\~ In 
em~ Manil•l'fiME'IOihicl'o bi'OU!#~ 
and Am.K:an d-ID Prim•!Ms•"l' 

Likewise. on helped Prime Legacy de'o'elap 
ib P""' 11 flow, ayatam wnlrol., 101d prodws 
COI!Inglh~ ettpOOtcoac:Nng and 
lrai'llf191. 

T~ Jocelyn and her family 11118 on111e 
1111rd floorin111e nowepnowing canpany 

"'"'"""nd. 
Allold fer an unfoogettable monlttlt in1he 
m~ jou'""'Y< Joaolyn uys, •ourdillnt 
ln..l;p;tn s-u.11111 magazlne. • Wllh 11)'91 

b.aming,8heltdck 
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ON A OL08AL ICALE 
Prime Legacy produce quality 
fintt-waava abaca bags with 
unique hand·beadod designs 
that haYa been stodclng up 
shelv&s of big companies in 
Japan and the United Stable. 

Abaca flbars WQI'8 alraady 
being INQ'olen Into fabriC$ and 
footwe~~r eve11 befol9 Spanl$h 

cclonization in the 1500s. 

HOWDTI 
HELPED 

Prime lepq wu ll>le!D Bnd 
~rs thfW&h l>o.IWI- mat<l\111; 
&dMties and lnlde fUos ,.,a, u 

the MU!IIa FAME O>chibit. 
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