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BrlghiFuture 
Magallaya Mt. Specialty Coffee 

Gtvtng tn to the lure of their 
distinct native coffee, a couple took 
a decade-long entrepreneurial 
journey. They stuck it out with the 
business through thick and thin, 
and became a pt/lar of a rural 
i11du.st7y poised for success. 
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A n~lfaiJoumeyiDan end-b>end co«... pnxb:llon 
and .,.-ing bui.-oould 

be nght·yeant!On9G' lhan alllp 10 lhe 
mountainoua.llndb:Jc.d PIQVince ol 
Kalinga, atlha _,IRI portion ol the 
Ccrdlllera MtllnlllmlYa RrlgTon. 

Sli~~.-..Cemilo 
and Zl!a Degaytook the Jowney, 
.tarting out with a Php 5,00) Qll:lital far 
a . ..;,.n.m-b.--befOOl going 
rntobuylng and aeiUng IDaiiCDd colree 
beans. Thlylallloton.wt.d procming 
and dilll7ibutlng1hoir proci.lcts 
lherntelves. 

Tt.ydiclao.brhMig_..1ha 
giii!Mng demand far cotree, etpe<tally 
am. wneneowerlheytmi!ledto Bego.tio. 
lila oould not holp but ..Ita piaco af 
the action-' lfthat meantoffenng a 
•lgrificantly highw price to !Pihlll'llnl of 
mfr• -mad I,. Wl1d ciwt (mc.angl 
Cll1llln1he ra-d highlands betwaen 
Kalinga~ T--.odan town end Tabuk Ot)l 
•-II• himg .,..._ paopla ID do lha 
labotrow deenlng and 10nlng ID emum 
blltlerquality ofciwtcollee beaM. 

The CMn: cat. fiDm wnldlthat cdlile 
variety got ill neme, -..!d eatlhe ripe 
cllomi•and Ruth th..., d....., partly 
digaetlld. with ill dlgaatM eruymee 
p,.,.;dilg lhe urique flavor end arome. 

Rrdng out that gourmetcotree ellope 
t.dbeen m1.18h1001'11ing in 1he c:ou~ 
boydti-.lh•<DJPia..ptadtopn:Klllllll 
and pacloaga thelrcw.T~ bran~ 
M~g~llaya Mt. Specialty Coffee 
named afbor !Ita pao~c.,..rlooking1hoir 
heme In Tabc;clo oUIIIcm. 

D11 TO 11iE liESI:UE 
Nr¥ a long e.erfea cflria! and etftlr.lhe 
Degi)OI began~ proc 111ing and 
indudod the Robo.cmtwrillty in thoir 
prociiCt llneln 2JX11. 

1h• O.par1mont ofTn~da and lnci.wbylo 
IDT1) ~rdance was alto a big p;n In lhTa 
l!vilition. 

"Wu~tanded on aemlnan~ and that 
WM howM learned to pcix I I I ccffae, 0 

uyo c.nlo. •on-. hLga holp. 1 
blmed so mum cctr8e rn the Nrty days 
when 1-atlllleaming the loulil!9 
pmcaet.• 

1hlll madelhe 0egays lhefinrt 
bonalidaryafon~ Wo<ld Btmlr.fundad 
Rural Mcroet 1llllplfae Program. 

Dna! .. holped1ha CZ>Upl• obt.n • 
loan for lhe padGtglng <lf !heir plOdla 
to be llhowca11d in lrOfails. Atlhe 
Ona T<Mfl, On• Prociud (O'TOf') Lumn 
Island FalrTn SM Megamallln 2/X11, 
lheygen,.allod 1'11) 108.000in !J0811 

DID Yav ICNQW? 
avet asts or musiSJ'Ig$ are 
catagorlzad as a least concam 
we~i&$ bY ~he lrtWmiltlonal 
Union for Conservation of 
Nab.lre (IUCN). which means 
that they ere still plentiful end 
mr beyond being endangered. 



CO ... I MAJCIH 'WITH 'rHI HUMNft HILP 
The~ stam wtlh growing tha bQSt pOSllbla coffM 
cnerrie$ (botwm left). The ripe coffile cherrl$$ ere then 
eaten by elm cats or mus~. Partially digested. these 
are 8ltl:feted and are narwsted. Thasa are th9n roasted 
to perfection in the mechine (tap right) thet QOnslllntly 
to= the beenslnslde ID prevent the beans from bumlrliJ. 
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11111-. wlile ~ ralolod in Ph,:>35ll.OOO at the 
IMI'AKABSAT nogianal trodo fair altha Ftmival 
Mall a year law. In 2012. they were abl& 1lO 

book ordtlllS ~ngto f'l1:> 700,(0) at the 
Ponubllon fairin G .. .m.lt mall in Makati. 

1M <:014)1e plo\wd '*It the windfall Into 
lluoirb..winaaa ~ cuwtruding • buildng 
and purchaollng p1001111lng and pukagl'lg 
etJAipment andfactliliell. 

OVER'rHE HU,. 
NOI'II Magall~ haa 80:luinod adcilionalllndo 
for ib """"ndng oofl'we plonlation. 

~ aleo lint perMimewo!bnl duting!tte 
cdrwtum,.-.. amn{rum Mardi to May 
...t>en the dlemea ripen. 

Evon in nan'l'ood ,_nb, Mogollaya almoya 
gnlrw!llll:ho-btued cctrae lind eellia 
giOW!d beans in woricl-tiMe ~ng. 

FUIURE PlANS 
Camno AYI he-* to branch out into lhe 
cdrwthop busi .... But_, 1rt pnaaant, 

Magall~ alrell:tf-ua .-model 
for 1ha rullll ccll8e indUIIIy in Kattnga. 

Their IIUCA: 111 inn ilwpirction tc the local 
indullly that hauufrwad a dadimt, beao
ofwenow118a01 damand.low w gate 
prl-, long geation period hom planting to ......._,g. and m,.,.tiiicn with o1har h~ 
value crops. 

Stil~ ICalinga, • of21l12, ranb!d 7" nationwida 
l'l coffee prodw:llon, and <~CCCUnlled for 
69pe"**t of the Co!dllnlltolll anruJI ,..,.. ... 
Wllh a niche market forgo~m~et oolt\te 
aodth••" lbyofMegallaye rmm 
!tte He~~:~~lean efronl of!tte Degayt and 
on, hope riae&anewforlhe -.ugenee of 
th• oofl'we.MD that ...d to aboundth• 
mountal'l lldea of K.allnga. 

Pt.lha muple ,,..,.. brald'.t bola. going 
abcut the" bllan-routine. !hay find IOlace 
in the!ttoughtthat'lfley a"' brwing a blight 
fiJiln. 

HOWDTI 
HELPED 

• 

FINIIHING TOUCHI!S 
Clotc ..... ,_, e. I tift: 
After the roasting prc>ce$$, 
the bean$ are immediately 
cocled. Th!J wholtt bean 
coffee or freshly ground 
coffa& ate than paelcilged 
in ~to o•eoserve the 
wte and etoma. All four 
coffa& varietii!IS-Rcbi.lrta, 
A~~.~a.•nd 
Ubetf~re beln9 offered 
by Magallaya Mt. Specialty 
Coflw. •II becaute of 
Kallrl(Ja's varied elevations. 
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