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A Place
in the Sun
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Joven and Auwrora Furic knew
the hardships of a street
venidor’s life. They used to sell
handicrafts on the stdewalks
of Divisoria 10 years ago.
Thanks to DTI they are now
manufacturers earning more,
and sharing their opportunities
with others and inspiring them
to follow thetr sucress.
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THE VERSATILE LEAF

The bt |eaf s the most versatils
materal Used In Be handlcraft
industry. Wainmars amply strip off
trva lasves then dary tham under
the sun The aried [eaves can now
be aasily dyed with striking colors
bafore baing woven inte many
shapes—fram plain t Intricata

oven and Aurora were not batte-
hircheryed hewlosrs but natives of

a remota town In the provines of
Sorsogon, The couple would travel to Manila
only to pacdla handwoven bowes meda of
tha fibam from the dried fan-shaped bur!
|maves of tha indiganous palm trees Corypha
micoouoe.

A decade afbe;, the couple now supplies

tha upsmale shops in Tendesit=, Markatl
Market!, and Greenhills, including an exporter
tr> Taiwen ancd Panarma, Jannys Handicafts in
Sorsagonk Ste. Mugdulere town hes proven
that thelr hard work has pald off, but only afer
they found their market.

THE B8G BREAK

Tired of pounding the streets in Divisoriz,
Chinpo, and Knlentong in 2007, tha coupls
eventually reglstered Jonmys Handleraft with
the Department of Trade and Industry (OT])
letmr that yemr nnd joined its Onae Town, One
Produet (CTOP) program for micno, small, and
medium smerprises (MSVME,

o GT put them through a product development
&"ﬂ\ : | i & program invelving technical workshops on the
N s dyw proces and price quating, amang cthen.
NS | _ Thery were also Inked with conauftants who
introciucad new clesigns,

Tha colples products—wdne bags, hats,
placamats, and tesue holdem, smaong
others—mproved n sophistiostion and
complendty, wsing acoant, colog embossment,
and 3 pattems, Thess upgrades mads the
outpul sligbls for OTT salling missions that
culminated In a big break at Manila FAME.
the country’s premier intemational design and
|ifmstyle troce show.
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men spang tho dey
Ut paal nstsedrgy

Mostly housewives, (Hhoso
hugdied together under &
wanving bur handicrgfte

THE 1A WEAVERE OF ?- MAGIAL FMA
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ART WITH FUNCTION
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Jenny's handicrafis proguces artistically end functionally crafted &uwer bags, boxes, and wallats.

“We founa the Taders from Talwan and Panama
thers,” Joven says of the Manila FAME organized
biannunally by the DTTs Cantar for Inismstionsl
Trade Expositons and Mesions [CITEM).

The businam ariginally balonged to Aurcrak
pamms, whe sold thelr products anly In the

provincs since tha 1980s and tumed it over to her
aEtnr in 1999,

Hewever, Aunore's sister; a nurse, dedded o wark In
Manfla and passed the buainess over to the couple.

SLICCESS BNT JUST FOR THE COUPLE

*Dur biggest order wes worth Php 350,000 from a
tracdar in Paname, We sold big booas, sombireros,
ote baga,  Joven seya “We don't un out of onders
m'

The rewards spill overto the community in Sta.
Magdslsnn, Sarscoon, » fifth-clam agriculturl

town, which struggles from January w March,
when the locals zit it out for the harvest ssason in
summar. With few lvalihood oplions during this
pariod, farmmmm” wives and deughters veeve for
Joven and Aunom.

Distinguishing the place am the Irigaticn canals
and the pothales of the nigged rads that remind
visitom of the simost totsl inecoesibility of Janmyk
Hendicrafts to the mest of the wordkd.

But to the couple, the visitors remind them that no
place s too remota for a product worth coming for
arcd deserves a space in the showrooms of Manila
anc] bayond.

Finally, Jenny's Hand(crafta hea found s place In
the sun.

DED YO MW OAT
A Lwrf palm tree
can only bloom
flovwsrs onca in
its entire lifespan.
After whizh, It
will produce
small round fruits
before dying.

. @BUSlNEss TIPS —

&0 FOR BIGGER MARKETS.

Jenry's Handicrafts expanded to markets In
Manlla and ather countries, while Aurara’s
parests wara only selling In thalr town.

KNOW YOUR PRICE.

Jerwy's Handicrafts prices Iteme with
healthy marging in mind, while thelr In-lrws
ugread to prices dictated by buyssz out to
saove the laxt centavo off the dmal.

GET REGISTERED.

A duly registered business opena up
opportunities. By registering jenmys
Handicrafts, tha couple got DTS support,
which was inaccessible to Aurors’s parants’
Informal business.

PRODUCT DEVELDPMENT B
IMPORTANT.

Through tachnical training and consuliations,
Jorry's Handierafs areated world-class craft
Tvems that attract=d many high-end shope.
The Intricately deslgned baskets, bags, and
wina pacimpes wrs a far cry from Aurora’s
parants’ simple and predictable bur booms,

SELL DIRECTLY.

While Aurars’s parents sold te subcontractors
in their reglon, tha couple mada deals directly
with traders.Tha nssult bigger profits and
widar network of potantial cents,

HOW DTI i o tivan i

HELPED vt e ik Piney

and Maniin FAME bt

AP SPAG AT ARILDAD NG FILIPIND 7Y
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