
HUMBLE BEGINNINGS 
lydia PerE!z·Lomibao 
{fantured into the business 
of pili-tart making with a 
meag>r Php 500 as a start ·up 
capital. Now Wlth a capital of 
Php 30 mi llion. her oompa~. 
J. tmmai"!Uel Pastries, 
produces 30 variet~s of pili 
nut oonfactione·ries that are 
b<iing, sold to both local and 
in'l:arnational markats, 
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PW:The 
ChoieeNuis 
Whose Time 
Has Come 
J. Emmanuel Pastries 

Seeing the business potential of 
pili l'IU~, a 71Wther from Naga quit 
her job in Makati to put up her own 
enterprise wuit all of her Php sao 
as capital. 1Wo decades hence, her 
business is now a Php so-million 
enterprise exporting 90 percent of its 
products to Japan, the United States, 
COllacla, South Korea, and China. 

G ._, cnlyln-tho Phlnpplnes and a few 
itlandt in 1he Sou1to PIICific:. pDi remaill 
among the m..t nuta in the world. 

It it pcocb:ed OOIMh!rOIIy only in lfw f'hB~nee, 
..n-it ill~ r.-Jy in -tho Billll ,,,.;,_.of 
Sorlcgon. Albo)t and Carn;vSnes &lr. 

n.., tird~piD in 9fa:>l ill ..-..tt... dig9ng 
tor truftles in Euocpe and plcldnglheamenaof 
-«ron in E111111ia both widely regilded a~WO!lh 
theirwoight in geld. 

But while fiw fromlhllt noble 1tatut lteeped in 
pab ic:ioo I IJaditicn, pili rUB ... !J11duating !rom 
Ill lowly Imago of being padoed In che;p platllc 
pouchea and Mlber otaupd will! the amamee of 
the foomam who poe 111 and pad!le tham. 

Part oflhlltc:hllrQI can be .uributldto ~fa 
,....,_Lanboo, <Mnw of J. E .......... f'llllrias in 
,.._ Camartn• !i\lr. J. Emrnanualll pocllc:!l are 
selling in JIJpan, h United Sta!111, Canada, Soutll 
""""'· ..d China, ..d IWDXnl for 10permnt of 
the domee!lc: marloet. le headcprtm ~nOll' a 
lenctllark for~ilitolt ...Wng en IWthentic Dicol 
....d:-food. 

Beck in the 90s, "-o 6ij)Oitil9 pili-far 
!rom Lyda'a mind. 

WHAT MAKES THEP/LI TART 
J. Emmanuel Pastries' workers rNI~ 

and baka-the pili tarts and sesame balls. 
assambling them into rows before finally 

packing batches into vacuum-sealed 
paci<Qts, using stata-of-the-art equipment. 
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PHP 500 SIMIUP CAPfi"N. 
~onlysawlh&bualn .. poiiM!ialof 
P!lil'lflen lhe Mlized how much h ... oflice 
adi"'!1J• in Mabti rtlood it 

With only~ SOO,~e *bcughta ldlo ar 
!lour. 111c cant of condensed milk. and a lclb ar 
pill nUll. plu. 50 moldlo"lhen balald 1hem In 
an oldflmlyOYI!II and .old lhwnto mends 
Bnd, -ntwd~ In -.do"' in Nago. 

A CHANCE EN(X)UNTEJI 
In 1997.~1anamed her~ 
bwlneubr h• aon J!l aph Emmaru.el 
and regilltleoed it withlhe i)eperbnent of 
Tnode and lrdsmy!DT1), whidl happened 
to be lgolcingfa local procin:Dtn .n-:.... 
aul~e PMI~a~gBilDf. Herallif"'IIYWIIS 
•ncng ~t.-rii'IIIDd by on vmldi helped 
h•lrr1:woO'IIIfi& pnx:b:t ~lrevallif\9 
and certification in in111lrrmional food osefllty 
pltll1xxi~ doM.Iop a warlr:l-c:l.o pac:lcasjng 
~. cmd parlicipabl in local and global 
lnldefal~. 

Now,ohehaslbout30pi'Xb:twriams. 
•"11ieft 200 lo1oe, • Lydie eaya of her 
produdian 111qUiramanbl of tina DC:b r:l pill 
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dal~ proc81 IE cl by ai0Wici60 GIYJIIoyellll of 
what 15 liGW a :Jl.mllllcn-peao medluiTHIDI 
OCHI~ 

on ptJIIhad J. EmmantMI tn th• f"'whm 
oflhe pNiln~ No loogerlsp/1/tdd 
In poolfy .-nbled plaetk:. but In 
vacuiiTHelled ~ u.lf\9 -.of·lh• 
art nitn>gen-llillh11\9 and ... nng ITIIC:hine, 
whidl oadllnclii the ohlllf tlfe otlhe pmciu:t. 

,..... 
With riling danand, p4l(l farm podue!lon 
lags far behlnd,jacldng"' pri011 and malclng 
eupply 1.11predicblble. 

l+<fia •nborbod on • oodol ontJNprioe 

~ aalled ~gMf\9-tfreepiO 
liiiGdllngo Utlatmers and !amBles forplamlng 
In lhlir~ldl or bare land. The sxognm 
nawcowns10t.edliea. 

Pili-olart b..ing fnm llttha "'I" of fMt, 
Volllh yield peeklf\9 after 1 0 year~. 'We Jtarted 
planting In 21l13 and <Dq)I>Ctto haMill: In 
.lnl$. • ~ beema.lcnooMnglhatlhe bealll 
~to come. 

HOW DTI 
HELPED 

Th• on helped ~i• l'<n:i.Lommo pn>mate ll!d "'........,her ,m 
not p~ucts to local end intet rlatiortal di>tribub:lt>1h"'l.lll\trade fair> 
sud\ as 1M ............... Otwulo Kiln BIIOIJI (Oitll) tracle 
flir, .,d 1hel-..wtlldonal food lbNW~ (I PIX) in M1111ila. 

DEPARTMENT OFTRADEA ND INDUsrRY 

.. WIU ICIIOWt 
The pili tree is dubbed 
as tha nmct "tT99 of 
life." Its processed 
pulps can be used 
as cooking oil; shells 
~handicraft$ and 
firewood; leaves for 
salads; and sap for 
P411\Jmes . 

.-0 Pili Facts 
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TREE 
It II hup.~ to Ill_.....,. hlll&+it 
ol66 f-or II'IOre Ilion 18 .-.. 
Yet, it con wid....,d 1tran1 windlw 
nlns. with 111ca1 benz n ..n. 'lfhoon 
elhry. Onct ..-.. thll trw,"""' In 
tliawfd.I>Mrsmm ~. 

AWrT 
Green wtn:n JO<.IIIIftd deep purple: or 
bladt wlwl ripor, tile trult "' blanched in 
hot-for ch- min"* to P"l tile 
.Wn llllllly. The pulp. cfppad In « mlllad 
wllh CII!Gmcnf or~*''""'~ (shrimp 
puao). I& QUM u an tppedzer or Ill» cf1h. 

NUT 
The pe nl.lllhelll ""'Of'C thll t...cleost 
aiid MOlt dlflkult to end<. No miiCNne 
hu .,_ liM:rll>d )'K llo t.:u die 
bafo..Molcl"" sldttUIIwnlt In c,...fdn& 
the nl OJHI" wlcha\.lt ~die 
.. noL n.. sldllls ;q~nd chrouah 
1e11111 of plllenct,lllld an e<perlenaod 
hand can opon a hundred ld1otln a cll}t 

K£1\NEL 
$c(t Mid~.,.,. O'f'I'J'>di• 
bmelll made Into~~ 
or e&l<ln ,., CP-•d or wtdi 11:1 
b~ sld~}.lt can also be lllllted, 
friod, t• ylwl with .iU,.U: dry..-ft8d 
lftd .,..,..,.t for- In fiUII'I-. or 
.,.n tprtlldad to cotr. u tcUnt. 
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