
THE HAPPY WEAVUI 
"SSx:a!ss for me ltn't about 
liiYtlfng .t~lor ol mo11111< lr'$ about 
PIO'dtiill!l for I7IY fllmliy wh4t tlwr 
need. Hrtlng enocJgh ·-that 1$ 
.-~ • ~ Agomlna Qulllorlano. 
Smiling, ehoo l'll<:llllt how much 
>ihe acoomplfshed with her loom 
...-vtng that ha~ bMI\ providing for 
her famll:.~ helping fellow mothero, 
and saving 11 cult\lral herlta9&. 

--

TheHeroie 
Business of 
Saving Doeos 
S11r's Culin••al 
Heritage 
!locos Sur Loom Weavers Association 
( ISLA) 

A mother who learned loom weaving 
before the age of 12 trted to save thts 
tro.dttion from vanishing. As her reward, 
she ended up having it as the core of a 
thriving business. 

THE INTRICATE PROCESS OF ABEL WEAVING 
1. It starts with st:Jrchingor dying the thread. 
2. Spooling the thr.,.d into bamboo spools follows. 
3. Naxt is warping to oombil"lQ the cobrs of thread 

aooordlng to the guide of the pattern, and beaming 
or putting tha threads Into the \AJOO<:hn loom fra~. 

4. ktua/ weavingdQpends on the type of handloom 
to ba- used-OOadllng, raQding, or weft winding. 
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0 REGION 1 IILOCOS SUR 

1M 1..,..._,. anco populoor far CL4U'II WIIDII ..... 

lmD abellrobm>---1ho p!1de encllwnk: '¥'tbul aldawo 
~IInce the Golleon Trado, ""-the~ ...t 
deligra uf Ill pruciiCIII otncctp~n Spain\ own --"9 
inc:b1Jy out a! ......... 

Th• Ucxano a ••••• th.n _. Uli11g the ~ 
bori>oldenle, the Oldi'IHangllllflle end the flne.t DDIIDn 
~ al'nlllr 110 1M In the \kllllld Stata Gc ll)piiMn 

~ acoauun11 lor only·~ peiQIII al 'lho to~al 
glabal c:ollx>n ~. 

Haw-. theW. Clime ""'.n the tlcill.d lobar lor 
tndldonal weaving dwlncted, IHvlng only 1 few In 
'llpl110 canyon IIIII cantwte.dd lnd~ny. 

Moi.,..r, thelocolaupply af wtiU 1 ywm CX>Uid not 
be dapaudad """"'Tho Phllwli1M hu be.n • nat 
ill,.....lol uf uullun sin<>~ 1W.O, with i,,..... .. riling by • 
mucllu63.89 per<entln .:1014. 

Unr:llunllld. AgUI!Ina ftiRid ...tth the 'MD wooden loorr. ht aha hid 
foo,r,d, bvtahe heel to d-' wflh a lock afap-. "!The loom! io a big 
mntnptiun. Wh-would I put lh-loo...r 

UM:lranlel)l n loded, not only 1p1ae; bill: oloo the """""'!~far 1he r.w 
m-w. .,d the Wli .,.....lbl lor IN people 110 ..., 1heloarr& 

9yob ... cl • • odipi!J ..,.tho O.pemwlltaf Tntda orod lnd~atry 011 
-d•i'!l outlo horwith _., trick in tha baclt Ia .... a. '-lru.iru.lit 
tha IJ"tmd RW'ing. 

In no time at aiL~'a buJ'naae got of to • goad at end 51NW 
th10Ugh1ha r-oo • oho-.!.d ona DT1 nlning..,.;,_ ""-anal!w. 
The 01l'o n•looting diwillion hoo oloo <Dntribut.d alai in makl"'l tho ,.,_, 
fable become 1 musNIM! _.,erlr l!lfn althe pr<Mnce. 

The abelfablas .,. OLJIIIOmorfty oald ct tha Vlgon ~lc morioot and by 
the ohope along CriJologo Snat ...... leal ancj (o,.g, llouoisla boy 
aouvenir Dma. 
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T~ AgUI!Ina hu32 women """'loyad. Som. ·~ b••• din the 
~h.,._, encl1ho othawork i11h.;rJ...,..:tioe huoo-

"If [the moth~ haw- roam far tho loom, th.n lhooy a n do ~ ot 

heme, • sheS¥. '"Theyconputtheluumshlhelrho~and~bt bouks 
110 cook. deen. and t.alce anal 1ho.-d!llchn. • ~n• -.plalnJ. 

AgUI!itl ha~loo""' b ....d with 1he Dllplrtm.nt af Llbor a rod 
Emplajnwnt far itll ,....a.J 1"09""" b tho amp)gyn.nt of lllldona 
1M 1'"'9'"'" hoe ..,.);,l,d lw 110 .... t.v. set ...a .......... dLring tho.'r 
JUJ'JitJier ~n. ~them eem 11\come while '-nlng the cnft. 

"Myhullbend ctd rot malca alai and-)lot w••ll<f our dt~IM 110 
t-agood-NtuJ.. lMt- j._J .. t»d.J WIHII<f to got i1bo ....W,g 
bec:auoa Jw b ..... it oil my ~r.. • Aguotina rMalia. 

True enougl\ all al her floe d!Jichn t-1\nllhed od!ool• she-d 
harwatflo" '" : 1, buill- rotaOthotohehaniXDIIIplllhld.st. ~u 
gwded onrs along the •me ))alhwhle ~ng-on Jncb1Jy and. 

111ltul'll "'• m.. 

- 'IDU ICJtCIWf 
Durtng the Spanish 
c:olonizatioo of the 
Philippones, the 
Manna Galleons 
saaed the Pacific 
witn inebe/ saildotn 
WC~~er~ by ffooallas. 

THE Jl.OCAfiA LOOM WU.YI!IIS 
These women ore ell •miles a they 
go abuut !he Jntrlcat!l! pnocess of 
loom wewirQ. Weowe11 must m11tar 
synchronizing !he 1'1l<M!ments of their 
handa end r.et to pro- ly uM !he 
wooden hand loom. They make sure that 
the trudition of abel~ II peaed 
on for future genenltlons by tl!oehlng 
and honing the ~g ones Ia loVII this 
beautiful end aeeiiYe ct11ft. 

~
., - . • .; •• • 

TIPS FROM 
THE LOOM 

I 1-1 f 1 I: 
~H~R_O ~OPt= 

.. (}l AMITY .. 
: Pf£ PJ,R £V('}f S s: 
: LV\![ ,. 
-P/1SSia 

HOWDTI 
HELPED 

• • • 

U.dor 011~ 1-II ·ot~ea 
PMII ..... (I&P) pro,otl.~ra wu 

ablo 11> pt1Nnclll udltonm .,., 11> IV.ll 
lnliniop ""d ....,;.,.,. for pn><b:t dc:slp~ 
d.....,plllOrll ond b .. ;..., m.....,...nt. 
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