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THE HAPFY WEAVER
Success for me sn't abowr

fraving @ fot of manaeyt /£ abolrt
providing far my farnily what they
need. Having enough .- that s
Surcess.” saya Agustinag Quitorlano.
Smiling, she recalls how much

sha accompilshed with her [oom
waaving that has bean providing for

her famlly, halping fellow mothers,
and saving & culbural haritage.

| IEBCOS SUR

The Heroie
Business of
Saving Ilocos
Sur’s Cultural
Heritage

llocos Sur Loom Weavers Association
(ISLA)

A mother who learned loom weaving
before the age of 12 tried ta sove this
tradition from vanishing. As her reward,
she ended up having it as the core of a
thriving business.

THE INTRICATE PROXCESS OF ABRSL WEAVING
1. [t stars with sfarching o dving the thread
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orifled at the prospect of losing an Industry that
she grew up with, Agustina Quitoriano tried wo
salvage svery discarded loom she could find.,

Thas looms wers oncs populer for weening catton yarrs
Into abel fabrde—the pride and lconic symiel of llocos
Sur since the Galleon Trade, when the quality and
desigre of s products almost spun Spain’s own weaving
incustry out of existence.

Ths lloceno wemvers then wens using the Gossyphum
barbadenss, the extra-long staple and the finest cotton
variety similar to that In the Unhed Statos. Gossypium
barbadense accouns for only sight psrcamt of the toml
clobal cotton production,

Howarver, the time came when the skilled [sbor for
traditlonal weaving cwindled, leaving only o few In
Vigan to camy on this conturies-old industry.

Moreovar, the lacal supply of cotton yam could not
ba dapended upon. Tha Philippinea has been s et

importar of cotlon since 1960, with imports raing by
miuch as 83,87 parcent In 2N4,

Undaurted, Aguestina started with the two wooden looms that she had
found, but she had to deal with a lack of spaca. *[The lcoml is a big
contraption. Whass would | put thess lonma™

Unforunately, she lackad, not only space, but aleo the money for the row
materials and the compensation for the pecple to run the looms.

By siroka of serendipity cama the Departmant of Trade and Industry DTT
mearhing out 1o har with mesry trick in ths book o maios her business hit

tra ground running.
*[DTT] even helped us by meommending financial Instiuslons.”

In no time at all, Agustine’s business got off to a good start and grew
through the ysars as she sttendsd one DT] training ssminar sfter sncther.
The ODT's masketing division has slso contributed = lot in meking the sbel
fabric become o must-have souvenir e of the province.

The abei fabrics am customarily sold at the Vigan public market and by

the shops along Crisclogo Street whars local and fomign tourists buy
Eouvenir iema.
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Todsy, Agustina has 32 women employed. Some are based In the
production houss, and the others work in their respective homes.

*If fthe mothers] heve edra oom for the loom, then tey cin do it st
home,” she sava. "They can put the looms In their houses and ke breaks
0 cook, diean, and take care of thelr chiidren,” Agustina axplaine

Aquesna haz ako partnered with the Department of Labor and
Employmant for i spedisl program for the amploymeant of stucsnibx
Tha program hes sneibled her 1o hiss high schoal students during their
summer vacation, meking them eam hoome while leaming the creft

*My husband did not make a lot and we just wanted our chiidmn to
heeve 2 good future. That was how | started. | wantad to get into weeving
bacausa e known it sll my Ifs,” Agustine mcslis.

True enough, all of her five children have Anishad achool 2 she weeved
her way to success, but it was not all that she has accomplished. She has
guided othems along the same path while helping save an industry and &
cultural heritage.

DIED YO KM OWT
During tha Spanish
colonization of the
Philippines. the
Manlia Galleons
salled the Pacific
with inabed sailcloth
woven by flocanas
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THE ILOCANA LOOM WEAVERS
Thesa wornan are all smiles as thay

go about the Intricate process of

loom weaving. YWeavars must mestar
synchronizing the movements of thelr
hands and feat (o properly use the
wooden handloorm. They make sure that
tha tradition of abe! weaving s pessed
on for future generations by teaching
and honing the young ones o lova this
beautiful and creative craft
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HOW DTI
HELPED

Uncer DTl Shared Servica
Fadirtdes (B&F) projecl Agusline win
abin to get financial asdetancn and 1o svall
trainings and seminar for product design
denesioprment and business managerment
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