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The 
Premi1•mln 
Tradldon 
Dela Cruz House of Piria 

Th:u:litional culture and its 
products live on~ both are 
pa.:ssed on from generation 
to generaticm, capturing a 
global niche market that 
puts premium tn t:radition. 
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PllOACI'IVIi liXPANIION f 
After taking ewer the pllla business. 

Rhodora Dal~t Ouz-Sulangi expond.o 
Dele Cruz House of Pilla by WOii<lnJ;I 

on another material end transforming 
the humble nito inti;> a global pR;>duct. 

DEPAR1MENT OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY 
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S ome of Aldan'a tr.ldillonal artt oonllrue to ftnd their 
plaee in tile world offetnion and tod,Y.I~Ie. 

R19ttthareln the augutt halll of the Sm"'-tlan lr.1llullon 
in Wullingb:ln D.C. onee lb:>od a Philippine loom. 
M...whiloo. r. rmrty O.Kyt:rto. the~.,. uoing1D lhill 
d'lfthe obi orwfdo sath of pii!G lllers -lhrough !hat 
loom toNIC.\IIe thft- kimonoo,At IW!ohlftime, ntndaafta 
made rmm dried inde--r..m a~ll.d nil<> filled tha 
eni!Ja ftoorofWIIlame Scncmallluocul)' thOW!t>Om ln ~ 
Fnncieco. 

The loom, !he cbl. and the n1to bulrsls oan be lr.loed all !he 
waylDAidems cepitallDwn ofKafibo, wh-lh• ftmiiy-nln 
0. .. Cruz Hauaa oi'Piiia ma._ them lilao no athar. 

Qllhatdayettlw Phil~neC.ntemill in 1998, femly 
ITI8IIWd. Suoima dale CNz lllak har-0. front of lhe loom 
at 1he Smldwonlan hallm demonlllat.J ......alllng. ;md !he 

f'onll~ audience ~SNthe pNiaftben 11m 111110 pemlum fabric 
unclerherepell. Sulima v.oUd al110-hw ~filii wund 
the woirt of lciman011 in Kyo~~> ohapo. 

Six~ earffll; Sulima\ dlughller Rhoden began .teemg 
tha CllmpenyiniD tnmlonningifw humbl. nilD 0!1D a glcbel 
product alcn!Jildo pemklm lalml Tn Wllllamo Scncma 
mc.e aaOA the United Stata 

FROM LOCAl. lO GI.OIW. 
Sulima 18 rightrullym01ed aethe "MolhlrdPi'la" b 
.,..9 Ald.nlllnldtianal -.ring aiM&. In tha mid-1980o, 
theotganlmdthe'!C'IW\llweavenancimadaherhoUJeallo 
the ollice, ~.plent.IW!d ~for the fabric 
bahindifw famauo Lumban bomnsand 1111)'& 

Baclt then. S..ima~ daughter Rhodora wu teacfi~ Englilh 
... 'lllatna ..... noiUgee anp in a.-.. Vdwn Rhadora 
nnumed 110 Kallbo 110 rall8 a family 'With hwlubancl.lhe lolt 

TAIJC OP 'nil TCIWN 
The Oela Cruz Housa of Pifla is on& of the traditional and renowned pil!a cloth 
melcllrs In Al<lln. Pilla weaving Is Ule oldest Industry In the pi'O'Ifnce 1nd ha:s 
enJoyed profllabluuo::ess and an ec:cnomlc hit In producing varieties of pNia 
blondo-<:olorad, with jusi, cotton, or silk 11111bmidary. Pura pi/Iii is tna rr><>.<t 
e>cpenslve 1mong the Indigenous filbrlcs, given tho Intricacy of the waven crert 
and the rartl;Y of the rtW material. 
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Oela Olz House of Pilla GXPOI'ts world-elaSll products ranging from handw<Mon bags and wallets. baskets. napkin rings, place~. coamn. and other tabletop acc:G$$Oii4l. 
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DID YOU ICMOWI' 
During !he 19th 

century. p/tlll doth 
was In dE!mand 

worldwide, before 
cotton fl!bric took 

0\19r. Through 
continuous effort 

pb'IIJ trade was 
slowly 1'9-BStabllshad 

DEPARTI"'ENT OFTRADEAND INDUsrRY 

~ buslnes needed a ¥!len\ lis ClfMI thown:lc111. 01 get el<Nbl!ed rn ~ 
lradefa1m CIQ•nteed ~'lha Department ofTrad& and lncb!Jy IPTI). 

Ewntuell)l Rhodcni petWaa peid off. A 11'111111 el,__m-
built outohhair old riraotockroorn at hcma and tl.compenyiiiii1!Jid 
hDDicing '4' witil foniign buying oiiDB tlvough 011. a...;,_ pi dead up 
and tcp des1gnem mrted asnytlg the Dela Ctu:tbilllld. 

In 1992. Swdma handed CMOr1tre busin-1D Rhodon, bilton one 
ccncltion: produdion 3hould be bptndtionel fiool'fiber IIKtnlo:tiol1 to 
!matting. ,Pitting. andweo:ving thaiiniohad pmdri. Rhodcra.IXX1rplied. 

1..t11et; Dlllrwlted fillodore to sell n.'!o hlndlcl'alb, ~" e a:.aage 
ll'lli.d)t The agencyprorwlded product developmenttra1n1nga 
and malloet llnbgeos..mile the tai'*'Y lldopted the WliiliUnlly­

beu ~ 1'4'Piymodel'll-.t it heel per r.cted forti.~ "We 9f'Nt 
tl. nito bui.- from 10_,.,. ID .,_.a thousand (comm..,it;y-
~ d trt~~r• w11], • RhE:Idora ..ya. 

The company malaee hanc:t.Hoven tablelcp tamt. such 11 naptln 
ringa. pl~m. ~ .. d chaf98!' all scpotUid 1Ditle Unilad 
Slallee, 1nd ftltailed lpoellyth1Q19h 5M'e fi:Ub.lra Rlipino and 
&likbr,wl HandiC'IIfb. 
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It takes a eertain 41<111 and patience to weeve and wori< one nilo handicraft. The nito vine grows on trees and rocb and has a nawral 
beauty and color that d06 not require tmetment processes llle soaking, saapfng, and hack1ng. 

'TRADITlON FACES GlOBAl. TRADE 
It-not all10e111.1hough, for nilo. "Trac:lt1onal we.Mng 
15 liow and tec1cu1. • Rhodon H)S. A bell'! buyer once 
thousirt ofbeddng out after hemg leamed about the 
~btckolantnolinodprodx1ion. -v.t-'i)'OUr 
fioclory'l" Rlaxba owmwnbalo111• buyer uidng and""" 
repl)<tlg: -we don't hweone. • 

The buyer doubted1tre compell)'t capaHIIty1D delfwrwtth 
auch •n immr•l ootl1!n.l~d p~ eetup. "But we 
r:hallongedtl.m to givll 1.11 a dooodlina.• The mmpony mat it, 
p<OVing tnditin w.ving can work ..ott. globalization. 

Thill was more !han a s1mple tUCI:I!Sill*"\' A cei\1UieM>Id 
wealllfng aloJnt and llstradlllanal art of Msc/chaw been 
p-d on fioam mocherno daughtln.)lst uSus1m• hu 
r:o-d on the buei,_ to Rhodo~a, proving thltth.e il 
pramium in tntditian. 

The bullne~a defies the modem cperilllng el'fldendes 
!hat yield pllc8 ccmpeti!Mm- bilt lla pn:dlc:ls eerve a 
global niche marlatt !tilt II mora than wllllng1D payexn for 
ndtion. 

® How piiia fabric 
• is made 

I MawreleaYes The Ion& strand 
of Spanlllr reel &eesth~ 
pineapple plant are splnnll1(. men 
h lii'YIIIbld. delhwnldto ,. ..... 
The flethy p11't 7 Warplns or 
Is stnped le&Y!fii setd~i~ up of !he 
only !he fiber. loom wflb me 

.....-ped fiber. 

3 The ftbtn are 8 Uslns a loom.111• 
washed 1ft runnlna Wl:lll'l:r 11Jrnt the 
water illl"eiiil'tit, fiber Into flhric. 
en .... dried under Option: a tnldltlonal 
the sun, or delrl&n lllchnlque 
pr*"tably air dried. Cilled "~ 

lftMrtl colonld 
thrwlt, u-lly 

4 The fibers are split COUtln or silk, Ill> 

Into ltl"'llds thinner pe the fabric 
tt.n J.Jr. m.twe 111\d hua. 

5 The ftbcn ..-e 9 
knotted end to end 
to l1lilkB one lone 

The 6lbrk Qll 

be embi'Didered 
or embellished 
with iiiXI!I rt:L c:ontln110111 .stnnd. 

The knot ia cut clol4t 
0> 111• end thu no 
bump ean be felt. 

HOWDTI 
HELPED 

O.:lt Cruz Howe c( 1'1111 
joiM<I Dll~so~ 

b wl• falra 1llzt helped 
1h•m ¢ IT1IIi<et linkages 
I<~Cally w Jlioball)lar.d 
product d.....Joptn<:l'lt 

troinirlp for the""'""""'· 
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