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A voung man in Tayum, Abra, who
could not make it o college, turned to
bamboo crafting instead and used it as
his ladder o entreprencurial success.

aro Balneg never imagined being ot the helm of 8

large-acals bamboo oefs produdtion business. Carlo

started out with a workdng daak In a 10-aquane-matar
production ares. Above it ars recycled tarpaulin matanials
thet zene aa 2 ool ermid tha thidk stands of bemboo n Abre's
municipality of Tayum.

A lergely uplend eree of 105.7 sgumme kilometees with just a
50,000 population, Bangued sarves aa the commarclal hub of

the provincs despite i= limited agriculturs, cottage industries,
end ada.

However, Bangusds bamboo industry smploys hundreds
of people and now showcesas the uses of this abundently

avalizble and Indiganous material that eustaln the communky.
Among the ndustrys members during its mfar stage was
Carlos father, who scied es his mentor.

CRAFTING FUCCESS

A craft Carlo lsamead frorm a young aga
became the key (o his succass He teleas
pride In their barmboo praducts. makdng sure
avary detall s dona right
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THE BAMBOO FURNITURE
ABRSTHETICS

=& Corlo’s business produces a wide

Alveiys lotep trying untdl you sueeeed.

ruln your buxiness and your I,

czn be mumowrtsd and prevented in the future.

Alvezyn be ready to work hard and remain patient.
Balieva In yoursslf—wheither In good times or kmd.

Be disciplined. As a boss, it ks the only way you can
discpline others while ako sharing virtues with them.

. Dont succumb o vices and lllegal ectivites. These will

CRAFTING AT A YOUNG AGE
Tha eldest in a brood of 10, Carlo was only 12 years old
when his fathar taught him the craft

Since going o college wes not an option, Carlo pushed
hirmself to work as hard 84 he could, making bamboo his
medium ust 38 carmvas la to the palmers

He cut and scraped bamboo, and took various jobs bafora
waorking 2s s driverfor a non-govammant organimtion thet
produces bamboo-oesed products.

After 10 years of exposurs to full-acale production, he found
the courage to da it alons In 2004.

Tha Department of Trade and Indusiry [OTI), alang with
other government sgendes e the Department of Scence
and Technology, taught him modem finlshing techniques In
product development through seminars, and enabled him o
acquira machines.

With thia support. he wae able 1o sarve an onder of 50,000 pleces of
placemats. In 2012, the dient made repeat orders totaling 117.000
piscas worth Php 4.7 million, enabling Carle to buy » housa for his
farnily and provide livalihood to mom than &0 peopla.

Trade showa amanged by DT connected him 1o buyers, Now;, his
craft has tumed into a flourishing business with 130 workem.

*Even if sormetimes you really don't make sales in trades fairs, it
would rome badk to you teninld,* Carlo soys of the many dients,
buryers, and axporters ha hes mat and done business with,

SHARING SUCCESS

Success was not just his. “One of my employsss even told me that
he was able to buy a memmydes and a houses,* shares Carle, whe s
amisful of DTk mpport.

"We were also able te bulld @ house for [my slblings] and send them
off o college,” Carlo s2ys 28 his eyes glance along the length of a
bamboo pole reaching out for the sk
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Abwvae pleroes -y variety of bamboo products—frorn
s . décors and furnishing to furnitura,
r"r 4. First, the nodes of the bamiboo
'd are smoothaned by 8 plane,
. Evalunta sy challengs et hand 23 to s cwss snd how ].’ &. The bamboa Is then cut Into
§

variols lengths and sizes,
depending on the production
racuirsmant,

. The pleces are then assembisd.

A The craftzman makea sur that the
product fits their stendards on
solldiny

& For the finishing touch. they glaze
It with enats of varnish.

DD YOU KNOWY

Bambao is classified as a grass

and s the fasiest growing plant

In the planet It can grow up to

threa feet evary day depsnding
on climete conditions.

HOW DTI
HELPED

Through DTT: SPIM project
(Fubzontrecting Parthars for
Innowation NMetwork]}, Cario
wiz able to run the production
sivadcrthly, makdng bettar prodicts
bath in quartity and qualits Threugh
the Frofect Kapathl®s Manior
ME program, Carda and ta bambono
crafismen underwent sidls fraining
theat impronesd their produchion rats

ta full scle. They also parbia

in OTlsporsor=d Elikai Pinoy

Traale Falr that brought tTham
bisyers, ciiznis, and expaoriers
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