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Forged 
In Fire 
Bongtiwon 
Farm Handtools 
Manufacturer 

Roland Bongtiwon had a rough 
start in 2006, producing only 
five bladed tools a day. Nuw_ the 
production rote~ dmmatiC<IIly 
illcreased to six ttmes-maktng 
33 bkuied tools per day-through 
the help of DTrs Shared Service 
Facilities (SSE) project. 

MaONATii PiOPLii 
Roland Bor>Qtlwon (standi no, leftmost) and his wortan pose wllh their various sharp~ged proctJcrs 
th~t •~e the hard work. p;rtien""- and croftsmanship of lfvgoo bl~mltlv!. 

T 
he mounlllinousiGangan town that llOIIIs Roland 
!longtiwonlo bladoom~h ahop in lfugaa fl"'Vim:e U. ramota 
byanymeuure. 

Ralondll ploat io mudl ...,..IDtf. peak of the Na!J8C11dan Riao 
Tenac.es local8d In 1he sam&110Wnlhan lheS.s.hour (l~lo,_., 
cme'ID Baguio City.~ hta33 Tnllbll producta .e!JCh. not only 
Elog<do, bert al., Sageda, Bcntoco end ol!uor parts of lhe Cordll .. 
Al:tnlnlllra!MI Rllglon. and wen a far aa Manila 

The Bongtiwon Mrnl Hand!DoldAanulacwJWr....,Jwd fiam • !.mily 
bul1neea..., by RoLanda father. who ~rained hlm alnce he-)IOCI'lll. 
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~DING ON A L£GACY 
W.... RDiond taak """'the Win-in 2006, ita rnoociTIJm dailyoutput.amounbodlD fiva 
places ofbladechoola. whleh he -.tid 111111 at the pi-tile marlaet. !kit -hg how lhe prodii:IS 
- getlingll<lld outeerlll he decided to inauae ~. 

In 21110. he reelltaed1he bullneea ¥11th lhe OGp;nnent of Trade and lnmny(D11) and 
80IQrt itnaill:anClll1n ir.o1 sling IW output capec:ityllo enable him'ID tllloluclwnlllgeoflhe 
~ oppartanil)t 

Uke lhe mii!Y m1ao, amall, and medium 4Kibelpri-IMSME':t). Roland -lnlinsd by DT1 in 
nwmging hisbUJ<-and """"""re hisp..,duc:bl. 

WIDE RAIKIE OF PRODI.ICD 
The foundry produces bleded llools <:if various sizes. such liS machetes. ialtaMs, shovel 
blade.t. and other metal toolc. 

DD '¥011 IJIOW'r 
The bolo Wil$ the primary 
weapon used by the Kal:ipuneros, 
making it the symbol of the 
Philippine Revolution. 
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SHARE!) .sBMCE fltoC&I1Y 
Rdondll pmd.dion inm ~ 
ttwou~'llla 1:11111 Snaled SeMca 
Fac:iitiea ISSI'l projeet. whicto 
enabled him ta •:a: 111 ...,pmn 
and eocpand hro deslgl pa~tono. 

n. SSF il port of OT1Io 
dewlopment progra'll. It pRWidel 
ITIIChineriel, .nria!llcnowledge, 
..d oldllw Msr.£a undar unanod .-.. 
Wrth incns 1 1 rf ~ Rat.nd 
goeew p~blemarlcetund bua 
tecminala to heng his F'O*s.1!llt 
widon hio pmductWibilil}< 

He 1llo joins lmtlnldefas.v.hon 
hio ....... ., goad lhet t. riwrtyo 
11ft out af IICCk. 

11MEISGOID 
VtbKI allred aboutlhe dftlallt 
c:haflongea he haclencountlnd 
in lui,_ llaland muldt...dly 
111msmber any; 

•n.n..,. ha..W.ipo, ,_. • he 
Ga)L "ButwelcMttomuchwlm 
M do'lhatwe don't waste tirM on 
~ing ..... • 

In a cll)l thewoilcln h- to 
podu .. wrious w.,,.. of33 
podut:t llllrra. m!udn91ratanu. 
lhowl bledee, ll1d other metal 
IDola. 

VALUESATWORK 
To RcJ.xl, pmianoa and honaty 
eonlllMe lhe WOik lllhle'lhat98'11 
the job done, rneela the dienta' 
...... :IJitigna, ...d Jc.pslhe 
c»iipny"' l:ul-

'We n-tlllot advantaga of 
-.If an ilam is prioad at 
PhpSOO.lhen ltfatold atPhp500, 
notmore.4N811when rm nothon,• 
lwllll)IL "Noonaiaaii.......,J to•ll 
lhem at ~t.oOor Php 700. • 

Wllh lh&tooloottam on~ SSF,1he 
bladanltt. ooukl pcocb:e metal 
f)tOiim .telandi!Oized .... 
•h•~ and quet~wilh utr..
pc&dllon andlllel&aJt-ge. 

1he tnalo .. fcxging ........... 
und1111. jJ!ndn polllhenl, 
aoetv~- end c:i~t:~.~lertaeth
and router for l11lll<i1g BCII:Ibma lor 
lhe blaclel, 10 nam& a few. 

Wllh lh&SSF toalland wqupm..t, 
lhe ooopaa~Mt can pi'CidiCII mom 
than Php 1oo.rolworlh of goodla 
-k from til• pwwiaus Pl., 20.000 
to Php40.tm atiiiOit. 

GMNGBA.CX 
Now heat-people jobt. and 
amply pooyidea for his fami~ He 
J.a BIB<> bought a pi-of lend • 
an lrMIG1melll. 

In gimg bad<w !he a~mrn~n~ 
Rolandlr.llns out~«ffooo )'Outh 

andwillilg CIOIIege !J11dua!lls il 
hil aaft. Ha wani81D ~lhe 
bwln ... e~~~~n 1111herto enable him 
to 8fl1lloy as many people in liB 
-.. 
"Hopaktl)l wewil btJ bl181ed wilf1 
ITIOT811CfJ\Tnenl m v.an iniDBIII 
pmrilc:llon further.• Roland aayr. 
tinli'lg .t liB epoling market, 
wlwr• cht.ICII io no bwri11r. 

FINIIHIMG TOUCH!I 
Aftw the (orglng 

processes. a Mndle 
~nd a holdar-wually 

made of rattan and 
han:twood--are made 

to compl~ tha piec.. 

PRIDII WI1H Hll 
•AODut:r 

Roland BonlltiWon, 
~ blad<smlth. poses 

with a maehet<t at his 
workshop in lfugao. 

HOWDTI 
HELPED 
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